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MR ROBERT COCK, QC � TENURE AS DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [2.07 pm]: Mr Speaker, I would like to make a short 
ministerial statement and pay tribute to the former Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr Robert Cock, QC. As 
members would be aware, Mr Cock left the position at the end of last month after 10 years to take up a position 
in the Public Sector Commission. 

As Special Counsel to the Premier, Mr Cock�s immediate tasks will include overseeing significant and complex 
changes to public sector legislation. These changes are aimed at establishing the Public Sector Commissioner as 
an independent statutory officer responsible for overseeing the employment functions of government; tackling 
the complex policy issues with the end goal of achieving a collaborative and commonsense approach to 
numerous current problems in agency employment so as to build the capacity for a modern public sector; 
streamlining employment and improving performance; and creating a more flexible approach to discipline and 
termination issues. Mr Cock will also be responsible for the legislation needed to ensure that the Corruption and 
Crime Commission is able to more readily investigate organised crime and for preparing legislation to register 
and monitor lobbyists� activities. It is also important that we acknowledge the tremendous job that Mr Cock did 
while he was the state�s Director of Public Prosecutions and his transformation of the office of the DPP into a 
modern and effective outfit. 

For example, when Mr Cock started at the DPP in 1999, there were 114 full-time employees, and today there are 
in excess of 240. In that time the DPP�s conviction rate in the Supreme Court and District Court has gone from 
54 per cent to 64 per cent. Also, in that time revenue from the confiscations area has gone from $303 000 to 
more than $12 million last financial year. There has been a complete reconfiguration of the prosecutions process 
after the Law Reform Commission recommended comprehensive legislative change, and the office is now more 
open and accountable. 

In the time that Mr Cock was director, he was responsible for overseeing the appeals by Button, Beamish, the 
Mickelbergs and Mr Mallard, and each has now been finalised. These convictions dated from the 1960s, 1970s, 
1980s and early 1990s. They were convictions that the director inherited and involved matters of complexity and 
controversy, which he dealt with in a dispassionate and skilful manner. 

Mr Cock was director during a period of great legislative change. During that time, committal proceedings were 
abolished, and in their place is a more strenuous disclosure regime. In the past 10 years there have been major 
changes to the Criminal Code, with a range of offences simplified and reformed. The homicide laws have been 
overhauled and laws relating to sexual assault have been reviewed and improved. The new appeal process now 
gives the state the right to appeal jury acquittals, and double jeopardy and truth-in-sentencing laws have been 
abolished. Laws surrounding violence restraining orders have been revamped and there is now more assistance 
for secondary victims of homicide. The Kimberley project, in which Aboriginal adults have been jailed for 
sexually interfering with children in remote communities, has been a tremendous success, as was the Kalgoorlie 
project. The Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act was enacted, giving the DPP the right to apply for serious sexual 
offenders to be detained indefinitely or to be placed on testing management programs.  

DPP prosecutors have taken over from the police in the Perth Children�s Court. The DPP now prosecutes all 
those offences and there is a consultant state prosecutor in the Magistrates Court overseeing all police 
prosecutions. The Stirling Gardens Magistrates Court was established so that the Director of Public Prosecutions 
could intensively case manage those matters going before the Supreme Court. When Mr Cock first arrived at the 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, there were two articled clerks. Since then, 40 young lawyers have 
started their careers with the DPP. The office has relocated to the court precinct, and there have been substantial 
technology changes in the past 10 years, particularly considering there was no internet access when Mr Cock 
started. I hold the view that Mr Cock has worked tirelessly to make the criminal justice system more accessible 
for victims of crime, and as patron of the Homicide Victims Support Group (WA), Mr Cock has met regularly 
with secondary victims and their family advocates. For his labours and efforts as the Director of Public 
Prosecutions for a decade, I extend this state�s every gratitude for his performance in such a vital position in the 
criminal justice system and wish him well in his new, and sure to be challenging, role as Special Counsel to the 
Premier. 
 


